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Acasti Pharma's omega-3 drug CaPre shows
potential use as type 2 diabetes treatment

0.57

Price:

$51.42 m

Market Cap:
1 Year Share Price Graph

Acasti Pharma Inc (NASDAQ:ACST) (CVE:ACST) released preliminary data
from a preclinical mouse study of its hypertriglyceridemia drug CaPre that
offered new insights into a potential mechanism of action in type 2 diabetes.
The head-to-head study, which also evaluated VASCEPA, a marketed
omega-3 (OM3) therapeutic, and metformin, a widely prescribed diabetic
medication, suggests CaPre possesses a mechanism unique from its
counterparts.
The study showed that CaPre may promote insulin secretion, according to a
standard glucose challenge test, which measures the body's response to
sugar.
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André Marette, the professor Acasti collaborated with who conducted the study,
was encouraged by the findings.
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"Our initial pre-clinical studies with CaPre are very promising," Marette said in a
statement. "The effect of CaPre on insulin secretion may suggest preservation
of beta-cell function early in the development of type 2 diabetes."
Additionally, Capre was shown to increase plasma levels of PDX, a metabolite
shown to improve insulin sensitivity. High dosage of CaPre had a strong effect
on PDX levels, the company said, much greater than that of VASCEPA.
"The robust increase in plasma PDX levels with CaPre treatment is also of
marked interest given the pleiotropic action of this key anti-inflammatory and
pro-metabolic molecule," Marette said. "We have not seen this in previous
studies with other OM3s using similar preclinical models of diabetes."
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Company Synopsis:
Acasti is a biopharmaceutical innovator
focused on the research, development and
commercialization of prescription drugs
using omega-3 fatty acids derived from krill
oil. Omega-3 fatty acids have extensive
clinical evidence of safety and efficacy in
lowering triglycerides in patients with
hypertriglyceridemia.
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CaPre is also currently being evaluated in a second study, which is being
conducted in a fatty liver/Nonalcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) model. Those
results should further confirm the findings of the diabetes study, and may
potentially provide more insight into the mechanism of action of CaPre on the
plasma lipid profile, and in fatty liver disease.
Acasti CEO and COO Pierre Lemieux praised Marette's work and said Acasti now plans to expand its Phase 3
TRILOGY program in humans.
"We are very pleased to collaborate with Dr. Marette," Lemieux said. "He has been a leader in the omega-3 research
field, and especially in elucidating the importance and the role of resolvins and protectins (PDX) in the management of
inflammation related to insulin resistance and glucose management in diabetes. Based on this data, we now plan to
expand our list of exploratory markers to be evaluated in our TRILOGY Phase 3 program to include the resolvins and
protectins such as PDX and other related pro-resolution molecules."
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CaPre is a highly purified omega-3 phospholipid concentrate derived from krill oil. The company expects to report
topline results from its Phase 3 study within the next two months and is eyeing 2021 as a potential launch date.
Shares added nearly 6% in Toronto on the day to C$0.16 each.
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No investment advice
The Company is a publisher. You understand and agree that no content published on the Site constitutes a recommendation that any particular security,
portfolio of securities, transaction, or investment strategy is suitable or advisable for any specific person. You understand that the Content on the Site is
provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security. You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored to your specific situation.
In exchange for publishing services rendered by the Company on behalf of Acasti Pharma Inc named herein, including the promotion by the Company of
Acasti Pharma Inc in any Content on the Site, the Company receives from said issuer annual aggregate cash compensation in the amount up to Twenty Five
Thousand
dollars
($25,000).
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