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CVS Health to discontinue sales of popular Zantac
heartburn treatment and its own generic products
with the same active ingredient
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CVS Health Corp. (NYSE:CVS) is to discontinue sales of the Zantac heartburn
treatment and its own generic products with the same active ingredient,
ranitidine in them from its pharmacies, the US retailer said at the weekend.
The move comes after the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) said earlier
this month that some of the pills contained small amounts Nnitrosodimethylamine (NDMA), a known carcinogen, which has also been
found in some widely used blood pressure medicines.
In a statement, CVS said the move to suspend over-the-counter sales of the
popular heartburn drug was taken out of caution while the FDA continues to
review if low levels of NDMA in ranitidine poses a health risk to patients.

Share Information

The retailer noted that Zantac brand products and CVS brand ranitidine
products have not been recalled, and the FDA is not currently recommending
that patients stop taking ranitidine.
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Last week Sandoz, a unit of Swiss drugs giant Novartis said it was halting
distribution of Zantac in all its markets, including the United States and
Canada, following safety review of the drug by US and European drug
regulators.
GlaxoSmithKline PLC (LON:GSK) - the original makers of Zantac - is also
reported to have stopped distributing its generic version of the drug and
recalled its products from India and Hong Kong, according to a report on the
BBC's website.
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Company Synopsis:
CVS is on of the largests drug store
operator in America, selling prescription
drugs and general merchandise, including
over-the-counter drugs, greeting cards, film
and photo finishing services, beauty
products and
cosmetics, seasonal
merchandise and convenience foods. Its
products are sold through CVS. com and
4,132 retail drugstores located in 27 states
and the District of Columbia s pharmacy
retail
stores.
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provided for information purposes only, and none of the information contained on the Site constitutes an offer, solicitation or recommendation to buy or sell a
security. You understand that the Company receives either monetary or securities compensation for our services. We stand to benefit from any volume which
any Content on the Site may generate.
You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential, advisability,
value, suitability or profitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including Company-related
products, and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that
contributors may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases
where the position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and
agree that at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price
and other data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such
calculations are guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be
selective, may reference only a portion of an article or recommendation, and are likely not to be current. As markets change continuously, previously published
information and data may not be current and should not be relied upon.
The Site does not, and is not intended to, provide investment, tax, accounting, legal or insurance advice, and is not and should not be construed as
providing any of the foregoing. You should consult an attorney or other relevant professional regarding your specific legal, tax, investment or other needs as
tailored
to
your
specific
situation.
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