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AstraZeneca granted Breakthrough Therapy
Designation for rare genetic condition treatment
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AstraZeneca PLC's (LON:AZN) potential treatment for a rare genetic condition
called neurofibromatosis type 1 (NF1) has been granted breakthrough therapy
designation (BTD) by US regulators.
The move from the US Food and Drug Administration effectively fast-tracks the
regulatory review of the medicine, called selumetinib, which Astra is working on
with fellow pharma giant Merck & Co Inc (NYSE:MRK).
READ: AstraZeneca launches UK's biggest cash call this year
NF1 is a rare genetic condition that causes tumours to grow along a person's
nerves which can lead to various skin issues and learning difficulties, as well as
problems with the bones, eyes and nervous system.
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People with NF1 also have a much higher rate of cancer and cardiovascular
disease.
The BTD is based on data from a Phase II monotherapy trial last summer
which showed that selumetinib can reduce pain and motor impairment.

Sector:

"Selumetinib shows promise in the treatment of NF1-related plexiform
neurofibromas, a rare and debilitating disease with no approved medications to
date," said Astra's oncology R&D boss José Baselga.
"The Breakthrough Therapy Designation acknowledges the significant unmet
need of these patients and the potential benefit of selumetinib in this setting."
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Company Synopsis:
AstraZeneca is one of the world's leading
pharmaceutical companies, with a broad
range of medicines designed to fight
disease.
AstraZeneca
has
over&nbsp;67,000
empolyees
and
operates&nbsp;in over 100 countries with
growing presence in important emerging
markets.
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specific person. You further understand that none of the information providers or their affiliates will advise you personally concerning the nature, potential,
advisability, value or suitability of any particular security, portfolio of securities, transaction, investment strategy, or other matter.
You understand that the Site may contain opinions from time to time with regard to securities mentioned in other products, including company related products,
and that those opinions may be different from those obtained by using another product related to the Company. You understand and agree that contributors
may write about securities in which they or their firms have a position, and that they may trade such securities for their own account. In cases where the
position is held at the time of publication and such position is known to the Company, appropriate disclosure is made. However, you understand and agree that
at the time of any transaction that you make, one or more contributors may have a position in the securities written about. You understand that price and other
data is supplied by sources believed to be reliable, that the calculations herein are made using such data, and that neither such data nor such calculations are
guaranteed by these sources, the Company, the information providers or any other person or entity, and may not be complete or accurate.
From time to time, reference may be made in our marketing materials to prior articles and opinions we have published. These references may be selective,
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